
against Nazism, made them more likely to embrace it.”11 So much for the institutional church. So
much for that much venerated Western value—education.

The weakness of what should have been the countervailing forces to Nazism in Germany and
Austria was complemented by the weakness of the external forces that might have stopped Hitler
early, rather than after millions of lives were forfeited. “Appeasement,” in the words of Ferguson, “did
not lead to war. It was war that led to appeasement.” Put another way, the cowardice of the West in
the face of Hitler’s aggressive behavior made his ascendancy a certainty.12 Capitulation by Chamber-
lain to Hitler allowing the Germans to take the Czechoslovakian Sudetenland undercut the internal
resistance to Hitler led by General Ludwig Beck. Thus the weakness of the “good” not only gave evil
what it wanted—making it much stronger—it undermined the efforts of others to destroy the evil.

Throughout these early years leading up to World War II, every conceivable limp-wristed tactic the
West could devise was attempted, but the only stratagem that had any prospect of success was a pre-
emptive strike against Hitler before he became too powerful. The psychological effect alone of this
on Hitler and the German people would have been incalculable. But the dallying of the West bought
Hitler time, precious time in which to build his military and economic base. Contrary to the received
conventional wisdom, appeasement did not buy the British time—the British were economically
stronger at the onset of the crisis than later—it worked in Hitler’s favor. He became stronger while
the British weakened. Once again, Niall Ferguson put his finger on a profound mistake: “The British
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War-ravaged Kosovo from the gunport of a Blackhawk
helicopter; 1999. In the cases of Rwanda, Bosnia, and
Kosovo, the evidence existed for some time of genocide
but the West dallied, its weakness and self-centeredness
on abject display. We live in a culture that is becoming
more self-indulgent and, with it, cowardly and compla-
cent. Western man does not realize that he is unwittingly
making it more and more possible for evil to flourish
on this benighted orb.
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